


WRITTEN BY Billv 7"

arr o ETHAN NiGOLLE

corons BY BEN GLIBERT
rers By SIMON BOWLAND

eniTen sy SHAHRIAR FOULADI

couen ar7 BY ETHAN NiCOLL
couen corens sy PAUL MOUNTS

special THANKS 10 FISHBRAIN

CAVE

PICTURES PUBLISHING

Publisher, Mark Rodgers
President, Mandi Hart
Chief Creative Officer, Shahriar Fouladi
Editorial Director, Matt Hoffman
Social Media Manager, Monica Pierce
External Relations, Nace Lanier

CAVEPICTURESPUBLISHING.COM

APPALACHIAN APOCALYPSE! #1

Published by Cave Pictures Publishing, LLC. Office of publication: 6551 Loisdale Court, Suite 330, Springfield, VA 22150. Copyright © 2019
Cave Pictures Publishing, LLC. All rights reserved. “Appalachian Apocalypse!,” its logos, and the likenesses of all characters herein are
trademarks of Cave Pictures Publishing, unless otherwise noted. “Appalachian Apocalypse!” and the Appalachian Apocalypse! logos are
registered trademarks of Cave Pictures Publishing, LLC. “Cave Pictures Publishing” and the Cave Pictures logo are registered trademarks of
Cave Pictures Publishing. “Erasmus Fox” and Erasmus Fox logo are registered trademarks of Erasmus Fox, Inc. No part of this publication
may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means (except for short excerpts for journalistic or review purposes), without the
express written permission of Cave Pictures Publishing, LLC. All names, characters, events, and locales in this publication are entirely
fictional. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, or places, without satiric intent, is coincidental. Printed in the USA.



APPALACHIA 1864

STEADY
BoOYs!

_—=
HALLELUTAH,

d SALVATION

@o@xf
m

ﬁa FOR THE m

LORD OLUR GOD
18 MIGHTY!

&



HOLD
THEM! JUST A
BIT MORE TIME
AND YOU'LL LIVE
FOREVER!



THE
SOUTH WILL
RISE AGAIN!



ON
YOUR FEET
BovY!



SN

your spirirt @8

SHOUT TO THE
LORD TONIGHT!

STACK
THEM MEN!
STACK ‘EM
HIGH!

/\ = -

m HONOR m

AND POWER!
HALLELUTAH!

EVERYBODY

M 70 Jesus,

HALLELU.w



AND NEVER,
EVER LET THIS
HELL SEE THE

LORD’S LIGHT
AGAIN!

/\
I3 samanon 8
AND GLORY!
ALL PRAISES BE
THE KING OF
_HNes! oy






T’AIN'T NOTHIN’
LIKE SOME GOOD OLE
TENNESSEE-N-TEE TO
MAKE A HOLE WHEN
YOU NEED ONE, HUH
GEORGE?

THANK YOU, CALEB...
SCOUGH COUGH?: BUT
IT'S DOCTOR ASLAN,
NOT...OH, NEVER MIND.
LET'S GET TO WORK.

DANG! 1
TOLD YOU, MR.
ASSLAN...

CALEB!
SKELETONS,
LOTS OF

‘EM...

YOU TWO ARE
BEING PAID WELL TO
KEEP QUIET. NOT A
WORD ABOUT THIS
TO ANYONE.

WHAT

IN THE WORLD
HAPPENED HERE,
MR. ASS-LAN?

THIS OLE
MOUNTAIN BE THE
GATEWAY TO HELL,
GEORGE.

‘MY GOD,
NEIL!”




DO
YOU REALIZE
WHAT YOU'VE
DONE?

1 BELIEVE
YOUR FIANCE

JUST MADE THE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
FIND OF THE 215t
CENTURY, MY
DEAR.

AND
RIGHT HERE IN
YOUR OWN
BACKYARD!

DO YOU REALLY
BELIEVE THIS 15
THE ACTUAL STAFF

OF MOSES?

AREN'T
WE INSATIABLY
INQUISITIVE?

ALLOW ME
TO QUENCH YOUR
CURIOSITY.



“AFTER MOSES’S DEATH,

HIS BODY AND THE STAFF

WERE INTERRED WITHIN A
SARCOPHAGUS.

"HOWEVER, IN THE 6th CENTURY BC,

NEBUCHADNEZZAR INVADED JUDEA. HIS

PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WAS OBTAINING
MOSES’S ‘STAFF OF GOD.”

“WHICH EVENTUALLY
FOUND TS PERMANENT
RESTING PLACE INSIDE

SOLOMON’S TEMPLE.

"BUT HE WAS TOO LATE AS
THE PHARISEES HAD ALREADY
REMOVED THE SARCOPHAGUS

AND BURIED IT IN SECRET.

“INFURIATED, THE
BABYLONIAN KING
DESTROYED THE
GREAT TEMPLE--

“--THEN EXILED
THE HEBREWS.
MOSES’S BODY,
ALONG WITH THE
STAFF, WAS NEVER
SEEN OR HEARD
FROM AGAIN.




“UNTIL THE 1853 OTTOMAN DISCOVERY
OF THE 'CATAFALQUE WITH NO NAME’
IN THE VALLEY OF MOUNT NEBO IN
MODERN-DAY JORDAN...

*...AND ITS
CURIOUS ‘THEFT’
ONE YEAR LATER.

"ONLY TO ARRIVE IN
SAVANNAH HARBOR ABOARD
THE FRENCH SLAVE
SMUGGLER GRIETELY.

V'BLOODY BILL’ 15
FOREVER INFAMOUS AS
ONE OF THE MOST BRUTAL
CONFEDERATE OFFICERS
OF THE CIVIL WAR.

"ITS RECIPIENT WAS A
NOTORIOUS TENNESSEAN SLAVE
HUNTER AND PLANTATION
MANAGER, B/LL MILLS.

'AS FOR THE SARCOPHAGUS,
BLOODY BILL BROUGHT IT TO
APPALACHIA AND, TO KEEP
ITS SECRETS SAFE FROM THE
INVADING YANKEES, BURIED IT
WITHIN BALD MOUNTAIN.”




so'
HAS MY MAN OF
SCIENCE FOUND
FAITH?

SCIENCE
18 MY FAITH,
LOVE.

THE LAB IS
RADIOCARBON DATING
A SAMPLE AS WE SPEAK
AND, IN 24 HOURS, MY
DEDUCTIONS WILL BE
CONFIRMED THAT THIS IS
WHAT MANY CALL “THE
STAFF OF GOD.”

AND WHAT
DO THEY CALL THE
ONE WHO WIELDS
THE STAFF?

I’'M WONDERING

THOUGH, IF A
MERE GENETIC/ST,
NO MATTER HOW
BEAUTIFUL...

...|S WORTHY
ENOUGH FOR
MY NEWFOUND
‘OWVINITY”?

ESPECIALLY
ONE THAT’S STILL
MARRIED.









C'MON
BABY, HOW’S
ABOUT A
BEER?



YO,
HAYSEED.
TAKE YOUR
HANDS OFF
MY WIFE.

WARNED
YA...

LET
ME GO, You
RED-NECKED
SON-OF-A-
BITCH!



HOW MANY
TIMES DO I HAVE TO

REMIND YOU THAT I'M
NOT YOUR “DAMSEL IN
DISTRESS” AND MORE
THAN CAPABLE OF
HANDLING MYSELF?!

YOU'RE
WELCOME.




YOU GOTTA ADMIT
HONEY, IT WAS PRETTY
COOL HOW I SKEWERED
THAT ASSHOLE’S FOOT,
WASN'T IT?

WILL YOU EVER
GROW UP, J.B.
WELLS?

NO WONDER
IT DIDN'T WORK
OUT BETWEEN
us!






BALD MOUNTAIN.

AND THE LORD WILL SEND A PLAGUE ON ALL THE NATIONS THAT
FOUGHT AGAINST JERUSALEM. THEIR PEOPLE WILL BECOME LIKE
WALKING CORPSES, THEIR FLESH ROTTING AWAY. THEIR EYES WILL ROT IN
THEIR SOCKETS, AND THEIR TONGLES WILL ROT IN THEIR MOUTHS.
ON THAT DAY THEY WILL BE TERRIFIED, STRICKEN BY THE LORD WITH
GREAT PANIC. THEY WILL FIGHT THEIR NEIGHBORS HAND TO HAND.

MY
LORD, WHAT
HAVE THEY
DONE?

70 BE
CONTINUED...
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